
Parent Notes

Sharing Faith at Home Help your child understand the 
Scripture story by acting it out together. 
Discussion starter: Why is it important to say thank you to Jesus?  

Giving Thanks to God
Jesus was on a journey to the 

city of Jerusalem. As he got close 
to a village along the way, a 
group of men who were very 
sick shouted, “Jesus, please help 
us!” Jesus said to the men, “Go 
and show yourselves to the 
priests.” The men did as Jesus told 
them. As they walked away, they 
were healed. Jesus had cured them. 
One of them returned to Jesus 
and praised him for the miracle.

Jesus was disappointed that only 
one man gave him thanks. He 
blessed the man for his faith 
and sent him on his way. 

Based on Luke 17:11–19 

 This Week’s Scripture Story This Week’s Scripture Story This Week’s Scripture Story
reminds us that we should give thanks 
and praise to God for all that he does for us.

© 2010 by Our Sunday Visitor. 
Visit Allelu.com for weekly Scripture readings, refl ections, and activities. 

Keep It Simple
• As a family, take time — either in 

the car or at the dining table — 
to name blessings in your life. 
Talk about good things that have 
happened this week, material 
goods you are grateful for, 
people and experiences for which 
you are thankful, and so forth. 

• Discuss various ways to show 
God you are grateful through 
responsible use of what you are 
given, prayers of thanksgiving, 
and sharing of what you have 
with others.

How Four- and Five-Year-Olds Understand the Lesson,
by Joseph White, Ph.D.

From an early age, we teach children to say “thank you” when they are given 
something. The idea that an all-powerful, unseen God is the giver of good 
things is still abstract for them. God’s work in the world is something they will 
come to understand and appreciate over time. By your giving to them without 
asking to be repaid and your own thankfulness to God, you will help them 
grow in this understanding.

In this week’s lesson your child learned
• God has done many good things for us.
• We should tell God “thank you” for all 

that he does.

It Helps to Know
Scripture tells us that 
• thanking God for our blessings and 

sharing them with others should be a 
priority of every Christian family.

• God has done so much for us that even 
in the most diffi cult circumstances, we 
can always fi nd things for which to be 
thankful.

The Catechism teaches us that
• we should make every prayer, and every 

need—every circumstance of our lives—
an occasion for giving thanks. 
(CCC, 2638)

We Thank You, God

Growing and Celebrating with Jesus

Lesson 4, Ages 4-5
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M ea l t im e Prayer

Through the Week

Ask Me!

Make an extra effort to pray 
a grace or prayer before each 
meal in thanksgiving to God.

Saint
of the
Week

Give thanks 
to the Lord, 
who is good, 

whose love lasts forever!
Loving God, we thank you for

 
.

Amen.
Based on Psalm 107:1

Who Is 
Thankful?

Ask your child these questions, 
and see if he or she can give 
you the answers. (If not, give 
a hint, and review the questions 
again later.)
1. Who has done great things 

for us? (God has done great 
things for us.)

2. What are some of the things 
God does for us? (He gives us 
food, a place to live, family, sent 
his only Son, Jesus.)

3. What should we say to God 
for giving us these great 
things?” (Thank you.)

All the people in the pictures are thankful. Circle 
the pictures that show ways your family is thankful. 

Then draw one way you can show 
thanks in your family.

Raphael the Archangel
Feast Day: September 29

Did you know?
The name Raphael means 
“the Healer of God,” and 
this angel is considered one 
of the angels of healing. In 
the Old Testament, we meet 
Tobit, whose encounter with 
the Archangel Raphael taught 
him to express his gratitude 
to God every day.
Saint Raphael,
pray for us!


